f 


Ga NTT * 


10: | : 
: n 1170 Ca 2 e e 21 #5 8 Y _ 6 2 8 
* 4 * j - 7 #4 A iS 5 = +3 & +4 . «a &# £4 & # 7 5 3 f FF * 5% 
J 557 a 12 * 10 TY t 
1 $11 1411 $13.44 54 170 + > "43 4 * 
F | & 32 
Py FLY] 4 I ky Mia &) 
I 1 El 1 20. * 279 
6 
ry * f 1 2 8 * 7 — 
J. 24 Dlto v: 34 4 3 
ö A 4 
bs. 4 2 
TOME EOEFETO® -£ : 81 
; n 5 „ COTE n , 
6 58461 e Sun enoh onnifn we 
: # ws 7 5 
44 ald Lan 102 8 97 3641 * 1 912 8 


{ VERY. nian who brings himſelf, att we 
chamgian of. a combination or party as Vou, Sir, have 
lately done, commits. himſelf, to the judgment, of the 
public, and muſt-doubtleſsexpeR to have his condutt 


inveſtigated and his matives ſcrutinized... Whilſt vou 


profeſs commiſeration, moderation, and. juſtice, you £ 
call upon the Citizens of Briſtol in a way calculated to 


miſlead theit judgment, inflame their paſſions, and ex- 
cite their reſentment. In the preſent ſtate of things 


to what good end can this tendꝰ Can i it poſſibly. Sir, - 
have any conſequences which will not be i injurious to 
be peace of ſoeicty; and at the ſame time pernicious 


to the authority of the laws of your country? The 
inhabitants of- Britain, naturally endowed with much 
feeling, have at all times. been prone to enthuſiaſtic 
deluſians: hence crafty and deſigning men have found 


ample. ſeope to work: upon. their paſſions. for the ac- 


compliſhment, of, particular ends. Furniſhed, as we 
unfortunately are, with too many. proofs that this foe 
to human happineſs has never been more predominant 
among us than at che preſent moment, it behoves us 


to guard againſt” its baneful workings, by regarding 


with a Jealous eye every attempt to rouſe our feelings. 
le, Sir, is . to enrage 5 multitude, but 
5 i much 
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much 1s requiſite to Airett the operations of an Gn 5 


multitude to any good ends. Attend firſt to your re- 
lative ſituation in ſociety}; examine your own mind, 


and then determine whether you have ſufficient influ- 


ence, authority, or abilities td: Ray the mad böreer of 
a thoughtleſs populace. It would perhaps be paving 
to the inhabitants of Briſtol ; a compliment which hu- 
man nature does not admit, to ſuppoſe in ſo large a 


maſs of people, there may not be a conſiderable rl 


ber ſo void' either of principle or'reflexion, asi tb t 

confuſion and riot among the good things of this life, 
Upon the minds of Tuch right and wrong can la ve nd 
influence; dupes to their own ves afid paſſions; they 


becotne the ready agents of deſigning and diſconiented 


men. You. cannot be ignorant, Sir, how much more 


even the beſt of us are apt to be governed by: paſſion 
than reafon, neither can you be ignorant how much 
more of paſſion than of reaſon falls to the lot of the 


lower ranks; in every ſociety. To, prevent this pre- 


valence of paſſion over reaſon in a miſguided populace; 


would indeed be truly beneyolent and humane; . this 
would in truth conſtitute you the friend to the poor; 


| and as the promoter of eh a would entity you ta 
the higheſt and beſt reward. is'7s 9vad; auto 


The manner, however, in ods you would Aeg 
the redreſs of what you coneeive grievancks, leaves us 
little room to hope theſe conſideratibns will have mich 
inlluence upon your mind; but the ſober and reflecting 


pärt of the Citizens will no doubt enquire into yb⁰πtj 
motives before they ſubmit themſelves to the guidanre 


of your opinions. The nature arid drift of your con- 


duct ſince your ſettlement in this Cay, from the 
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period 4 Animal Megnetiſm, to your preſent appearance 

the Ide Sulky, has been. to. court popularity even 
1 a feQation, | of * lingularity. | This conſideration 
Will neceſſarily | lead, do t] the concluſion, that your preſent 
candy; has, in, it t more of of lelſſch policy than of real 
humanity apd benevolence. The tendency of your | 


political, opinions is well known, and i it is equally well 
known, for i it is woefully exemplified i in F rance, what 


are the gbje&hs of of ſuch opinions. Thaf every man has 


a right, t his opinigns is both true and Juſt, but how 

tar be may proceed to act i in 1 of thole opini- 
ens, gan only be determine by the laws of his copn- 
try. Peace, it. will be ſaid,, and. the preferyajion of 
Liberty, are the grand abjefts of your. preſent purſuit ; . 
objects loyely, indeed, in themſelves, and well calcula- 


| ted ta captivate minds unaccuſtomed to conſi ider motives 


and 10 e e But the merit of your con- 
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| of ſuch importance to this country, as AS to be worth the | 


Tiſk of war at home ? Can Liberty. be e by 


| curbing. Licentiouſneſs. 


. PAX QUERITUR Bz LLO,Was Cromwell' 8 e 
maxim ; 3.and however unwilling the democratical fac. 


| =_ of the preſent day may be to allow, the Miniſtry 


ivilege of adopting it, they are nevertheleſs both 
heat ready to make it the rule of their own. con- 
duct. For it is poſſible, Sir, to preach peace in a way 
to promote war, and war of the moſt horrible kind; 
war which ſhall tear in ſunder the bonds of ſociety and 
diſſolve all our tender and natural affections, when 


e benevolence, charity, 1elgion, all ſhall 


ſtagnate 


8 1 


ſtagnate at the heart, and the band d of the patent be 
ultimately dyed in the blood of the child, and the hand 
of the child in the blood of the > parent. The poltibility 


alone of ſuch an evil ought to keep us perpetually _ 
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on our guard ; and 28705 mue 20h more e firongly cr 4 


Sree 


have ſomething 7 a little 1efs than 1 0 proof, 
but certainly a little more than mere ſuſpicion,” 1255 
That the“ faireſt pretexts are ever hrown over the 
fouleſt deſigns,” is an apothegm too true to be doubted ; 3 
dad a man without honor or- conſcience will always 
; feign the warmeſt attachment to any principles, pro- 
1 vided his hypoeriſy promiſes to give him importance, 
| and to promote his intereſt. Hence the moſt aban- 
. doned of wretches are Aways the moſt forward 'to 
volunteer their vigilance in a time of public alarm. * 
How completely this reaſoning recoils upon your 
party will eaſily be ſeen by the recollection of a few 
circumſtances. Previous to the laſt public meeting, 
the deſtruction of the Bill of Rights, and the con- | 
ſequent, loſs of Liberty, were Tedulouſly repreſented 5 1 
as ſufficient cauſes of put Jarm ; and the Citizens . | 
were called upon in the moſt paſſionate and determined : | 
manner, to aſſemble in defence of this 'palladitm” of 
Liberty. In ſuch a ſlate of public alarm, thoſe who ou | 


eee nn 
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were moſt forward to' volunteer their vigilance, muſt _ 


undoubtedly; according to the foregoing reaſoning, 
be the moſt abandoned an Ws. Who 9 


were let the world judge. i 16, Th 
Whatever profeſſions, Sir, 2 may iſſue tu the hits 
to which you are attached, the public are in poſſeſſion 
2 a | 25 of 
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* The Bill of. Rights againſt the Gagging Bills. 


4 
of too mary Talks to doubt-their real inclination and 


intention. Neither attachment to the Conſtitution; 


toyalty to tlie King, or love of juſtice, but the total 
Tubverſion of the eſtabliſned Government, and the 


removal ot dll Feſtraints, form the grand outlines of all 
their projects. For what attachment to the Conſtitu- 


tion can men have who notoriouſiy cheriſh” Republican 
Principles! what Toyalty towards the King can men 
Cho are deſirous of exciting his ſubjects to rebel 
"#wftly; hat regard ean men have for Jane 
or morality, "who openly ſcoff at religion | TOY IL 
An arrogant opinion of mental ſuperiority conſti- 
tutes the moſt Kriking charaReriſtic of your party. 
Let it be fo,” Sir; we want not the inſtrumentality of 
deep reaſoning 10 find out the paths to happineſs and 
peace. Common ſenſe will ſufficiently enable us to 


diſcriminate between that juſt and neceſſary reſtraint 
Which conſtitutes Civil Liberty; and that total con- 


rempt of all moral and legal reſtraint which eonflitutes 


licentiouſneſs. Common ſenſe tells us Civil War is 


the ſevereſt affliction which can befal any nation; and 


laſtly, Common Senſe will convintel us that the only 


way to avert fuch an evil, is tòõ ſüpport at the preſent 
moment the conſtitutional government of our country, 


and to quarrel againſt the arts of Republicans and Le- 
vellers. The Citizens of Briſtol, whether © unfeeling, 


daſtardly, or inconſiderate,” will fill, I truſt; have 
more ſpirit and prudence than to ſuſfer a few'faftious 


Aliens to ſcatter among them the ſeeds of diſcord and 


ſedition. They will naturally enquire, Sir, whether 


your party poſſeſſes any excluſive privilege of judging s 
right, and: thould they determine in the negative, they 


3 | will 


* 
vill then enquite likewiſe; whether many of their re- 
ſpeRable fellow Citizens, having extenſivę connexions 
and; much property among them, may nqt be at leaſt 
as much in the right, and feel at the ſame time more 
real intereſt for their happineſs and peace, However 
ignorant we may be imagined, we have ſenſe enough 
49 knoy that the leaders of Oppoſition in Parliament, 
ang the leaders of Oppoſition out of Parliament, have 
perfectly diſtinct views: the firſt are in their hearts 
determined Royaliſts, and would be, if once admitted 
into power, zealous ſupporters of, Government: the 
latter are for the moſt part Republicans and Reformers, 
and confequently/ enemies to the Eftabliſbment ; we 
know therefore nothing could indugęe thels parties to 
co- operate but the hope that each might be rendered 
ſerviceable to the other for the accompliſhment of 
their particular views. By ſimilar artifices, and for 
the ſame purpoſes, both-theſe par ties ſtrain every nerve 
40 alienate the minds and hearts of the, people from 
their King and government, well knowing without af: 
fecting this, and ſetting their paſſions afloat, they ſtand 
little chance of moulding them -t6 their purpoſes, 
and conſequently all their ambitiqus and deſtructive 
projects muſt fall to the ground, like the baſeleſs fabric 
. of a viſion. Senſible alſo of the ſtrong attachment of 
ze people to freedom, they unite in affecting an ex- 
traordinary -zeal, at the preſent awful. criſis, for the 
cauſe of Liberty, and repreſent the total loſs of this 
great boon as the certain conſequence” of the preſent 
attempts to infringe the right of aſſembling to petition. 
But if to aſſemble in order to petition the Legiſlature 
without control wen the manner and the object, be a 
* valuable 


6 
_ valuable piiellege it ſurely loſes iow of its aus; | 


when both the manner and thé object tend to deſtroy 
the Legiflatute itſelf. Reaſon and prudence forbid 


| ub ts. þutfis à bod that mufl certainly be attended 


With more conſiderable evil, but we may be allowed to 
bear with an evil from whence a greater good mul | 
atiſe.” That the right of affetabling under the pre- 
ſent temper and cirtumſlances of the times is à good 
which has every appearance of being attended with 
ediifiderabts' evi to ſociety, no cool and diſpaſſionate 
mind can doubt; and that we ought rather to bear 
with the evil of having this right controled in order 
chat greater good may follow,” reaſon as well as of my 
dence, ſtrongly urge. 

It can hardly be SG Gir, that an 4 
adherence to, principles, though a good general rule, 
may in ſome caſes be productive of much miſchief, 
and ought then to be violated. :. Lord Clarendon has; 
I- think, illuſtrated this by. two ſtriking inſtances, 
which occurred during the great fire in London; when 
the Mayor propoſed pulling down a houſe in order 


to interrupt the progreſs of the fire, he was oppoſed 


by the Lawyers, who declared the act unlawful ; the 
houſe was conſequently burnt, and the fire proceeded; 
during the ſame conflagration i it was alſo propoſed to 
break open ſome houſes in the Temple, in order to 
ſave the furniture; ; but the owners being then in the 
country, it was declared burglary to force open a door 


of : without their conſent, apd the fire was ſuffered to dé- 


ſtroy both houſes and furniture. Though the principle 
here acted upon is founded upon one of our deareſt 
| 0 (the Jacred right of property as it is properly 
- termed) 
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termed), can any. one deny it might and ie to 
have been violated, i in theſe inſtanges to prevent the | 
extenſion of miſehiefs, W e Ps Such abs, 


Fe Sir, 1907 few ene among 1 us at the ht time. 


Where is che man who, could chink bimſelf injured 


by a violation of this his moſt ſacred right, if by: ſuch, 


procedure a magiſtrate could ſnatch from the flames a 


part only of his property? Why. then ſhould we. feel 


any reluQance to have our right to aſſemble a and peti- 
tion, ;coptroled, | if by ſuch. temporary control we can 
ſave from ruin and devaſtation the old family, Manſion, 


under whoſe root we and our property h have hitherto 
received comfort and protection. OI A0 noh 


7 


Alter a:due:confideration of all cireumſtafices, it is 


our ſincere wiſh, Sir, to be leſt to the quiet! and peace- | 


able operation of our common fenfe- upon our com- 


mon feelings, that uninſſuenced by any imprecticable 


political refinements; we may coolly and diſpaſſionate- 
ly balance between tlie good and the evil of the preſent 
meaſures, and ſtedfaſtly ſupport ſuch as ſeem to us 
beſt calculated to ſecure the internal: peace of our 


| country, upon which alone every thing valuable to us 
as men ang. en muſt at d e moment 
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